
Typography



Seeing comes before words.
The child looks and recognizes before it can speak. The relationship between 

what we see and what we know is never settled.
BERGER



The design of letterforms for reproduction 
and the arrangement of type and image in 
space, on pages and screens

The mechanical notation and arrangement 
of language
BAINES



Formalized 
Writing
 DRUCKREY



Conservative Eye
Radical Hand

HOLMES
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Type is saying things to us all the time. 

Typefaces express a mood; an atmosphere. They give words a certain coloring.

Graphic design is the communications framework through which these messages 

reach us—about what the world is now and what we should aspire to.   

— RICK POYNOR, DESIGN JOURNALIST, HELVETICA



Style 
is an intrinsic 

component 
or characteristic 
of the author’s 

personality.
NABOKOV

Type and lettering employ the same alphabets and numerals but are 

endlessly different in visual form; like human faces (and plants and other natural forms),  

we’re drawn to their variety; we enjoy the experience of looking;  

to admire and compare. 





IN PENN LIBRARY CATALOG:

 1311 ITEMS 
FROM SEARCH “TYPOGRAPHY”

 MANY IN 

Z250 AREA



2000+ 
TYPEFACES FOR PRINT AND WEB IN 

2012
TYPOGRAPHICA.ORG



The eye overrules  
the numbers.

CARTER







Beautiful groups of letters,  
not a group of beautiful letters

CARTER

Hamburgefons
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HELVETICA AND ARIAL





Scala Regular
Scala Italic
Scala Bold
scala caps

Scala Sans Reg
Scala Sans Ital
Scala Sans Bold
Scala Sans Bold Italic





Identifont

What the Font

Fonts in Use

Font Feed

Typorn







SPACE
All modern design is about space.

VINCENT SCULLY



THIS ADVANCED STUDIO focuses on design definition, 
investigation, and experimentation and explores how individual 
designers can balance the tension between their idiosyncratic 
creations and the larger audiences that receive their designs. 
The course asks students to re-examine the traditional role of 
the designer and challenges them to discover new methods of 
practice.

The three assigned projects address a variety of criteria, 
environments, and media. The final work is an independent 
research project.✻

Spacing

letter (kerniing or tracking)

word

line (leading)

space after period

Typesetting

widows and orphans

hyphenation

Design

alignment (center, left, or right)

line length (words per line)

margins

paragraph (space, indent, etc.)

rag  

Emphasis

position, size, caps, bold, ital

Rhythm

A > B > A

Establish a set of rules and a logical system, but in the end the eye should decide.  Matthew Carter

Specifications

text: 15.5/24 Franklin Gothic Book

width = 72 picas

paragraph space= .0625”

first 3 words: 14.5 caps, + 100

dingbat at end of story





Typography is a grid.
FROSHAUG







TSCHICHOLD

The placement of type in a given space
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PERPETUA AND STONE SERIF



The Next Call 4, 1924
WERKMAN



Type 
Snobs!




